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This term’s topic will be focusing on  ‘A day in the life of the emergency services’.  We will be 

exploring and investigating ‘People who help us and support us in our community’.  

We follow the play based learning approach.  This topic will be covered through role play, interactive 

stories, art, music, messy play etc. following our engagement scale and children's interests 

throughout. 

For those children who are absent due to isolation or are unwell, I will upload some activities to 

Showbie if you wish to take part in these.  We will be uploading photos and observations via  EFL 

throughout the term.   

 

Hello and Welcome back, Happy new year! 

We hope you have all had a wonderful Christmas break with your families and have managed to stay 
safe and well.  

It has been lovely to see our pupils back in class this week and raring to start a brand new term and 
year.  

We have a busy half term planned with a variety of exciting learning opportunities, please see below 
what we have planned for this term.  

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via the school office, home school 
diaries or by email. 

 joy.ward@saxonhill.shaw-education.org.uk 

Your class team,  

Joy, Sharon, Rachel, Stacey and Pip. 

 
We will continue to follow our sensory diets throughout the school day through the use of our 

sensory integration room and our own regulation area within class. This will help to keep our 

children regulated and focused throughout the school day. Our suite consists of an indoor swing, 

roller slide, ball pool and dark den, gym balls and soft cushioned areas for deep pressure 

massage.   



 
 

We continue to push our love of reading in class 

during our daily tactile/sensory story sessions. 

Each day we practise letter sounds through, 

‘What's that sound’ Phonics, which links matching 

objects to pictures and ‘What's that sound?’ LING 

sounds. mm, ee, ah, sh  

We take part in dough disco each morning to 

strengthen our fine motor skills which supports us 

during mark making and our hand eye co-

ordination skills.  

 
We have a shortage of 

spare clothes within school. Please be mindful of 

this and send spare clothes labelled in your 

child's bag daily.  Thank you. 

Our children love to get messy, if you wish to 

send in an old shirt or messy 

play clothes for them please 

feel free.  We do have aprons 

but the children will often pull 

these off.  

  

Our rebound session will be on a Friday afternoon. We really hope to start hydro up 

this half term, this will take place on a Tuesday. Please make sure you send your 

child with their kit on this day.  

 
If you wish to send in a snack for 

your child please do so, you can 

do this daily or send enough for 

the week which we will store in 

their box or fridge.  

 
Please remember to send your child 

with appropriate clothing for the 

weather, especially as the weather can 

be unpredictable at this time of year.  

 Blackthorn have daily group story times - this is often a sensory and tactile story, but the children also 

have the opportunity to explore books freely throughout  the day. On a Friday we have our library 

session in the café. Our children enjoy exploring the different books and sitting on the comfy sofas. 

We all look forward to juice and a biscuit followed by an adult lead story to finish. 

Your child will bring home a school story book of their choice from the library. 

Please use the home school reading log books to let us know how they are 

getting on at home, i.e. helps turn the page, shows engagement, or simply just 

enjoy a story together.  

www.saxonhillacademy.org.uk 

 

Our PE/Sensory circuit session will be on a Wednesday morning and will be taken by our Burton   

Albion teacher Charlie.  


